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Using behavioural tests for the 
assessment of personality in dogs
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• Potential personality traits expressed in the 

DMA

• Stability over a series of tests (test-retest-reliability)

• DMA as a predictor for working dog success
(predictive validity)

• DMA as a predictor for everyday behaviour
(predictive validity)

• DMA as a tool for studies of breeding goals and 

their effect on behaviour (predictive validity)

Published studies based on DMA-data
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- Stranger-directed aggression 

- Stranger-directed fear

+ Stranger-directed interest

+ Human-directed play interest

+ Trainability

- Non-social fear
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